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Overview:

I Declare! was written for the serious Visual Basic programmer who uses Windows API and 
MultiMedia functions, constants, and data types on a daily basis.  Before I Declare! most 
programmers had to import an entire declaration file and copy what was needed, scrolling up and 
down through miles of data to find that one declaration.  Or, even worse, enter the VB Help 
system and grab declarations one at a time.  I Declare! changes all that!  Now you can access 
hundreds of declarations quickly and easily and copy them all in one pass!

Installing I Declare!

Since you’re reading this file you’re halfway home.  You can either leave these files here or copy 
them all into another directory of your choice.  To install I Declare! into the Windows VB group:

1.  Open File Manager but keep your Visual Basic group visible by reducing the size of 
the File Manager window.

2.  Select “IDECLARE.EXE” from this sub-directory.
3.  Drag “IDECLARE.EXE” into your Visual Basic group.

That’s it!  I Declare! doesn’t use any special .VBX files and will not attempt to install any into your 
Windows system directory.  This may not make the program look as pretty but you also won’t 
have to worry about it changing your current .VBX files either!  You’re now ready to start using I 
Declare!

Starting I Declare!

I Declare! is meant to be used while working in Visual Basic.  However, with a stack of forms, 
modules, and property windows open, the last thing most of us need is another window taking up 
space.  Don’t worry, I Declare! is programmer friendly.  Simply double-click I Declare! to start the 
program.  Now, click the Minimize button.  I Declare! will shrink down to a small command button 
with a title bar.  You can then drag I Declare! to a handy location by grabbing the title bar.  Yes, it 
will remember where you put it and will return there everytime.  When minimized I Declare! will 
always stay on top of other windows, allowing you quick access.  Pressing the button will reopen 
and start the I Declare! program.

This trial version does have nag screens.  Hey, folks, we programmers have to eat, too.  
However, if you do decide to register, your copy will start immediately.

Using I Declare!

To Find And Copy Declarations:

1.  Select the API or MultiMedia Functions, Constants, or Types button. This will enable 
the alphabetical controls.



2.  Select the starting letter of the declaration you need (for example, P’ for POINT)

3.  Scroll down the list until you see the declaration you need.

4.  Double-click the declaration.  This will place the entire declaration into the Preview 
box.

5.  Examine the declaration to confirm this is the one you want.  If so, press Add to add it 
to the Declarations List.  Don’t worry if a function declaration enters the list broken into
two or more lines.  It will be passed to Visual Basic as one line.

6.  Repeat selecting and adding until you have all of the declarations you need.

7.  Once you have added them all to the Declarations List, press Copy To Clipboard.

8.  If you’re done with I Declare! press Exit.  Otherwise, press the Minimize button to keep
I Declare ! handy.

9.  Return to the Visual Basic code module that needs the declarations.  Place the cursor 
and press Ctrl-V to paste the declarations.

That’s all there is to it!  If you make a mistake you can clear the Declarations List by pressing 
Clear.  If you realize that you don’t need any declarations you can press Minimize and keep the 
current Declarations List active when you return, or simply hit Exit to end your I Declare! session.

The Declarations Files:

The six declarations files provided with I Declare! are in standard text format but have an .ASC 
extension to minimize the chances of a filename conflict.  You may edit existing declarations and 
add additional declarations as needed by using a standard text editor.  It is important, however, to
maintain the overall structure of a record.  Examine how the records in a file are formatted and 
format your’s the same way.  If tabs are used, use tabs.  If one space is left between words, use 
one space.

The basis for the declarations was the book Visual Basic Programmer’s Guide To The Windows 
API by Daniel Appleman, copyright 1993 by Ziff-Davis Press.  This book is excellent, providing 
tried-and-true declarations that far exceed the accuracy of those provided in the Visual Basic 
Help files.  In fact, Microsoft recommends this book to programmers who are having trouble with 
declarations included with VB.  The declaration files have been updated to reflect corrections 
going into the 4th printing of the book so you should find these very accurate.  Though this 
program is not in any way endorsed by Daniel Appleman or Ziff-Davis Press I would like to thank 
Mr. Appleman for his permission to use these declarations in this program.  To show your 
appreciation for his excellent work in assisting all of us, buy his book!

The Legalese:

Shareware is unique!  Can you try out a car for 15 days before you buy it?  How about a stereo?  
Shareware gives you the chance to truly “try before you buy!”  But remember, just as with a car or
stereo, somebody had to spend alot of time trying to make your life a little easier.  If you like this 
program give us more incentive by registering.  If you don’t like it, let me know what bothers you.  
I’m open to suggestions.  Now for the registration information and usual disclaimers...

License Agreement:



The use of I Declare! is subject to the following terms and conditions.

I Declare! is copyrighted material.  It is protected by the copyright laws of the United States.  You 
may not make any changes or modifications to I Declare!.  You may not decompile, disassemble, 
or otherwise reverse-engineer the software in any way.  You may make changes as required to 
the declarations files.  However, please don’t post this program on any BBS with modified 
declaration files.  Just drop me a note and let me know your corrections or additions.  They will be
incorporated in updated versions with a note crediting the contributor.

You may use I Declare! on a trial basis provided you do not violate the protection afforded the 
licensed software by the copyright laws, and you agree to the terms of the license agreement.  If 
you continue to use I Declare! past a 15 day evaluation period you are obligated to purchase a 
license for its use.

You may use I Declare! on a Local Area Network providing that a license is obtained for the 
number of users that may concurrently use the software.

What I Need:

A license for the use of I Declare! can be obtained by sending a $20.00 registration fee to:

Dan Mullin
20 Mountview Lane  Suite D
Colorado Springs, Colorado  80907

Please use the form provided in the IDECLIC.WRI file.

What You Get:

The license fee paid for I Declare! is a one time fee.  You will receive via mail a registered version
with no timeout screen.  In addition, licensed users will automatically receive the next update of I 
Declare! and will receive information on any corrections or additions to the declarations files.

Title to the licensed software is NOT transferred to the end user.  The end user is granted an 
exclusive license to use the software on one computer or computer work station at any given 
time.

Limited Warranty:

This software has been tested as throughly as possible.  However, not all systems operate 
identically and problems may occur.

I cannot warrant that the licensed software will meet your requirements or that the operation of 
the software will be uninterrupted or error free.  The warranty does not cover any media or 
documentation which has been subjected to damage or abuse by you or others. The software 
warranty does not cover any copy of the licensed software which has been altered or changed in 
any way.

ANY IMPLIED WARRANTIES INCLUDING ANY WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY OR 
FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE ARE LIMITED TO THE TERM OF THE EXPRESS 
WARRANTIES. Some states do not allow limitations on how long an implied warranty lasts, so 
the above limitation may not apply to you.

The warranties set forth above are in lieu of any and all other express or implied warranties, 
whether oral, written, or implied, and the remedies set forth above are the sole and exclusive 



remedies.

I am not responsible for any problems or damage caused by the licensed software that may result
from using the licensed software.  This includes, but is not limited to, computer hardware, 
computer software, operating systems, and any computer or computing accessories. End user 
agrees to hold me harmless for any problems arising from the use of the software.

I SHALL NOT IN ANY CASE BE LIABLE FOR ANY SPECIAL, INCIDENTAL, CONSEQUENTIAL, 
INDIRECT OR OTHER SIMILAR DAMAGES ARISING FROM ANY BREACH OF THESE 
WARRANTIES EVEN IF I HAVE BEEN ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY 
OF SUCH DAMAGES.  Some states do not allow the exclusion or limitation of incidental or 
consequential damages, so the above limitation or exclusion may not apply to you.

In no case shall my liability exceed the license fees paid for the right to use the licensed software.

I Declare! Trial Copy Distribution:

The following conditions apply to the trial version of I Declare!  The registered version may not be 
distributed in any way except through transfer of your license.

You are granted a limited license to copy I Declare! only for the trial use of others subject to the 
terms of this software license agreement described herein, and the conditions described below 
are met:

I Declare! MUST be copied in an unmodified form and MUST contain the following files:

ideclare.exe
ideclare.wri
ideclic.wri
apitypes.asc
apiconst.asc
apidecs.asc
mmtypes.asc
mmconst.asc
mmdecs.asc

No fee, charge or other compensation may be accepted or requested by anyone without my 
express written permission.

Public Domain Disk Vendors may not charge a fee for I Declare! itself.  However you may include 
I Declare! on a diskette for which you charge a nominal distribution fee. The purchaser of said 
diskette must be informed in advance that the fee paid to acquire the diskette does NOT relieve 
said purchaser from paying the Registration Fee for I Declare! if said purchaser uses I Declare!.

Operators of electronic bulletin board systems (Sysops) may post I Declare! for downloading by 
their users without written permission only as long as the above conditions are met.  A fee may be
charged for access to the BBS as long as no specific fee is charged for downloading I Declare! 
files without first obtaining express written permission from me to charge such a fee.

Distributors of public domain and user supported software, such as disk vending services, may 
not charge a fee for I Declare! itself.  However you may include I Declare! on a diskette for which 
you charge a nominal distribution fee.  The purchaser of said diskette must be informed in 
advance that the fee paid to acquire the diskette does NOT relieve said purchaser from paying 
the Registration Fee for I Declare!.

The above constitutes the license agreement for I Declare!.  It superceeds any and all previous 



license agreements.

Summary:

I hope all of the above didn’t spook you!  The program is truly straightforward, simply reading in 
information and displaying it for your use.  Though nothing is bulletproof I truly believe you won’t 
have any problems with this program.  In fact, I hope it helps you get your work done, exit Visual 
Basic a little early, and relax!

Dan Mullin
719-599-7477
CompuServe 72644,2423

Microsoft is a registered trademark and Visual Basic and Windows are trademarks of Microsoft Corporation.


